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What Constitutes The Church? 


What constitutes the Church? 
Not high-walled cathedrals or tow ring spires 
; Where fledglings ought to perch. 
Not jeweled glass windows or vested choirs; 
Not carilloning bells 
: Nor ecclesiastic trappings, and show 
Of pomp that parallels 
| Materialism’s braggadocio. 
5 No; souls, courageous souls 
; With power of the Holy Spirit born; 
Regenerated coals, | 
Aflame to preach the coming of the Morn. 
Naught save the Faith will serve— 
3 3 That faith for which the martyrs suffered death. 
‘ Their cry, shall not swerve,” 
Yet cries to Him who gives all life and breath. 
These constitute the Church! 
These are the souls who know Salvation’s path, 
Who give their hearts to search, 
And trust, the import of God's love and wrath. 


—R. Ross Parkhill. 
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EDITORIAL 


Where Is The “Fear Of The Lord” In 
Modern Education? 


We are approaching the annual “Commence- 
ment”? season, when thousands of America’s finest 
young men and women will be graduating from 
our great universities and colleges. As we study 
our present educational philosophy and the curric- 
culae of our American institutions we are faced 
with the problem that if the average student gradu- 
ates with only the religious beliefs held and taught 
by these institutions he may actually become a 
liability to society; for most of our great private 
and state universities are essentially pagan. 


God tells us, “Wisdom is the principal thing; 
therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get 
understanding, and again, “The fear of (reverent- 
tal trust in) the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: 
but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 


At best, recognition of God and His Christ, is 
an elective for the student, while the combined im- 
pact of modern education is to humanize God, deify 
man and make faith in God a choice of minor im- 
portance. Little wonder that the average graduate 
will go out into the world superbly equipped with 
materialistic and naturalistic information and com- 
pletely ignorant and even disdainful of the one 
thing which can give meaning and direction for 
living. It is not enough to have an idealistic de- 
sire to make the world a better place in which to 
live, as some undoubtedly have. The wisdom which 
comes solely through a knowledge of God and His 
Word is the only education which fits for this life, 
and for the next. 


The truly Christian school and college is ob- 
viously the only answer. Not only do boys and girls 
need the training available in the Christian home 
and the church, they need also Bible-centered in- 
struction throughout their college days. It is not 


fair that college days should become for them « 
battle ground for their faith. True; one’s faith 
needs the testing experiences found away from the 
shelter of the home, but immature youth should 
not be subjected, as it is, to faith destroying teach- 
ing and influences from many of those from whom 
they look for academic instruction. 


Again we say, the answer is to be found in the 
Christian school and college. But here again eterna! 
virilance is necessary that these institutions be 
Christian in fact as well as in name. The great 
pagan universities of America stand as a constant 
reminder to the fact that remaining Christian is 
not easy, for most of these institutions too were 
founded by Christian men, with Christian money, 
to give a Christian education. 


“Be careful that nobody spoils your faith, through 
intellectualism or high-sounding nonsense. Such 
stuff is at best founded on men’s ideas of the nature 
of the world and disregards Christ.”’ Col. 2:8 ( Phil- 
lips Translation). —L.N.B. 


Liberty Of Conscience: 
Not Merely For The COs 


A news item gives a resolution by the Board of 
Church Extension asking the General Asembly to 
support President Truman in maintaining the 
rights of the conscientious objectors. Now these 
COs are, generally speaking, pacifists, and the Con- 
fession of Faith is not pacifist. In other words, our 
Church is putting itself forward to protect the con- 
sciences of those who differ in this item from the 
official doctrine of the Church. We are not object- 
ing to this action, but we would like to take this 
opportunity of reminding those of pacifistic sym- 
pathies that other brethren—perhaps on the right 
wing of the Church—ought to expect not less con- 
sideration from the same Church if they differ in 
some detail from the administration of the boards. 


presbyteries, or sessions. We like to see free and 
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glad support of the program of the Church in its 
sundry forms. But we must recognize that the pa- 
cifists are not the only ones who have consciences. 
Should a ministerial brother find that he cannot in 
good conscience support some detail of this work or 
of that, let us give him the same consideration as we 
ask for the conscientious objector. If some ruling 
elder find his views of the Federal or National 
Council out of accord with that of the Pastor or of 
the majority of the Session, or if some deacon find 
his views on Church Union differing from that of 
the “big wheels” in the Presbytery—we ask for 
such a loyal son and servant of the Church not less 


consideration than the Board is asking for the COs. 
—Wm. C. R. 


The Great Imperative 


A supernatural transaction cannot be explained 
in terms agreeable to those who either leave such 
matters out of account, or who insist that there is 
a natural and humanly understandable explanation 
for all events. 


We know men who are active in the Church 
who ignore the entire question of the new birth. 
And yet, according to our Lord’s own specific state- 
ment it is absolutely essential for salvation—for 
eternal life. 


“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. - - - 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God. - - - Marvel 
not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.” 


We can think of nothing more devastatingly 
fatal than to deny, ignore or try to explain away 
these words of our Lord. 


The subject is regeneration. This marvellous 
process is necessary for salvation. Without it we 
are lost. There are several things about this question 
which it is most profitable for us to consider. 


First, it is absolutely necessary. Man is not left 
the option to decide for himself whether he needs 
this transformation. Whether we like to admit it 
or not we are fallen creatures, our carnal minds 
are at enmity with God for sin has separated us 


from God. 


In the second place it is something we cannot do 
for ourselves; nor can any man do it for us. Educa- 
tion, environment, heredity, moral living, social, 
political, economic or even ecclesiastical power can- 
not bring about this act of regeneration, or the new 


birth. Just as it is impossible for a dead man to re- 
store life to himself, so it is also impossible for the 
natural man, dead in trespasses and sin, to effect 
his own rebirth. "The God Who is the author of 
physical life is also alone the author of spiritual 


life. 


Again, it is mot reformation. It is no superficial 
change, nor is it merely a moral change or an out- 
ward alteration of our lives. It is easy for man to 
confuse reformation with regeneration but God is 
never tooled because he knows the hearts of men. 


In describing and understanding the meaning of 
regeneration we come face to face with a super- 
natural act on God’s part and a supernatural result 
in man’s heart, for it is God’s imparting to us a 
new heart, will and character. It is God’s implant- 
ing something of His own divine nature into our 
hearts and lives. We become actually new creatures 
in Christ Jesus, We pass from death to life, from 
darkness to light. 


This is a work of God’s Holy Spirit, available 
to the hearts and lives of those who are willing to 
humble themselves and in faith believe and accept 
this glorious gift. 


This does not mean that a new-born Christian 
immediately becomes a mature saint any more than 
an infant immediately assumes the role of a grown 
man. But it does mean that one who has been born 
again immediately has given to him from above the 
capacity to appreciate and grow in spiritual under- 
standing and daily living for the glory of God. It 
is because the necessity for and meaning of the new 
birth has been so widely neglected or taken for 
granted throughout the Church that we find within 
the Church so many who give no evidence of having 
experienced this supernatural transaction. 


Just as a healthy baby will grow, so a new crea- 
ture in Christ should grow in things of the Spirit. 
He should show this new nature in his tastes, de- 
sires, habits, appetites, judgments, opinions, hopes 
and fears. The unregenerate man naturally centers 
his affections on the world and the things which the 
world has to offer; the man who has been born 
again will just as naturally center his affections on 
the things which have to do with Christ and eter- 
nity. 

In conclusion: there are many things in this 
world which are desirable but they are not neces- 
sary. However, there is one thing without which 
we shall never see eternal life; we must be born 
again. 


THat Is THe Great IMPERATIVE.—L.N.B. 
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Rambling In Ephesians - V// 
Sixth Study—Chapter 5:21 - 6:9 


Our WALK IN THE Home: “Submitting your- 
selves one to another in the fear of the Lord.’ How 
can we make the teaching of Christ beautiful and 
attractive in the Home? A Christian Home is the 
nearest thing we have to Heaven. Dr. Chapman 
wrote a book once on “When Home is Heaven.” 
Paul gives some good directions for making our 
homes “like Heaven.” 


1. The first rule is Subjection, one to another, 
‘in the Lord.” The Lord is Ruler of Home, as well 
as Heart. We sometimes see a card on the wall of 
a home saying, “Christ is the Head of this house.” 
Then there should be the proper subjection of 
others. The wife should recognize her husband as 
the “head.” This does not mean slavery, but a 
simple recognition of the God-given order for the 
home. She should likewise “respect”? him. If the 
husband is subject to Christ, this is no burden for 
the wife. Her subjection is “in the Lord.”’ Her first 
duty is to the Lord. There is also the subjection of 
children to parents, as is shown later. 


2. The second rule, especially for the husband, 
but also for all, is Lowe. Paul expands this by show- 
ing that the love of the husband for his wife should 
be like the love which Christ has for the Church. 
“He that loveth his wife, loveth himself. For no 
man ever yet hated his own flesh: but nourisheth 
and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church.” It 
is not hard for a wife to be subject to a husband 


like this. 


3. The rule for the children is Obedience and 
Honor. What are you teaching your child, asked 
someone of a noted professor. “‘I am teaching her to 
obey,” he replied. “The crime wave begins in the 
Cradle,” was the title of a splendid editorial in one 
of our newspapers several years ago. Our juvenile 
courts would not be crowded, if children were 
taught to obey in the home. Good citizens come 
from such homes. If we expect our children to obey 
us, will we not have to first obey God ourselves? 


4. The rule for fathers is Provoke not, but Train. 
The mothers could be included in this. I heard a 
very sad story over the radio the other night. A 
teen-age girl was arrested for breaking the law. In 
scorching words the district attorney rebuked the 
father and mother: “You thought more of your pet 
dog than your daughter,” he said to the weeping 
mother; “You were so busy with your business that 
you had no time for your child,” he said to the 
father. Parents are neglecting their children, and 
are reaping broken hearts and ruined boys and girls. 
“Teach them diligently unto thy children” com- 
manded Moses, the greatest of statesmen and lead- 
ers. We look after the bodies of our children. Are 
we as deeply concerned about their minds and souls? 


5. The rule for Servants is Obedience and Faith- 
ful Service. Most servants in Paul’s day were slaves. 


4 


Even a Christian slave could “adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour,” (see Titus 2:10). There were 
“saints in Caesar’s household”: so there can be 
saints among the servants in the home. Those words 
of Paul make sound counsel for hired servants as 
well as slaves. Sometimes these servants put their 
masters to shame by their simple, but beautiful 
Christian character. They, too, can be witnesses 


for Christ. 


6. The rule for Masters is Aindness, ‘‘Forbear- 
ing threatening.”’ The relationship between master 
and servants can be a very beautiful relationship. 
This was true in some of the homes in the South 
when slavery was allowed. In other homes, it was 
not good. There is a big difference today in the 
“bosses” in the textile mills. Some are kind and 
considerate; some overbearing. These words could 
be applied to capital and labor. 


I would not leave this section without added em- 
nhasis, for, (1) the Christian Home lies at the 
foundation of our National Strength; as goes the 
Home, so goes America, and (2) It is threatened 
today as never before. A writer in the American 
Magazine several years ago said that he had seen 
many terrible things, including the destructive 
bombing of England by the Germans, but that the 
worst thing he had seen was the decadence of the 
American home. 


May God save the homes of America! May we 
do our part in preserving them from utter ruin. 


—J.K.P. 


“It Is Not Asking 
Too Much” 


A recent news broadcast consisted, in part, of 
a series of interviews with people passing by on the 
street. Each was asked which presidential candi- 
date he or she preferred, and why. 


One reply was: “I am voting for... I believe 
he is a Christian man and we can use a little Chris- 
tianity in the White House. It is not asking too 
much that we should have a Christian President.” 


It is the duty of Christians to pray that God 
will give us a man who will give our nation real 
Christian leadership. In fact, if we have less, the 
next four years can well become the most disastrous 
in our nation’s history. 


Americans have often placed partisan politics 
above voting for the best man. In breaking over 
party lines to nominate and elect a Christian Presi- 
dent surely “it is not asking too much” that Chris- 
tians shall lead the way. 


If Christians are not the best citizens then there 
is something wrong with their Christianity. 


—L.N.B. 


Pray for a Christian President. 
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to write about my school work in the public 

school system of Logan County, West Virginia. 
I feel that I am doing only what every Christian 
teacher should be doing. I believe in separation of 
church and state, but I do not believe this means 
that public education can and should be separated 
from the basic Christian principal necessary for man 
in a democratic society. 


My husband and | came to the Home Mission 
work in this county in 1929. I taught Bible in 18 
public schools for three years. Because of pressure 
groups, this work was stopped. The next year, I 
was offered a principal position in a small elemen- 
tary school. | took it, thinking it would be one way 
of being able to stay with the people who needed 
us so much during those depression days, when 
miners had one day’s work a week and my husband 
and I both received less than $80 per month. 


| AM quite puzzled to know why I was asked 


That first school was in an unchurched commun- 
ity. We began a Sunday afternoon Sunday School 
and had Bible study once a month for all the par- 
ents of the school. The people were soon looking 
to that two-room school as the center of their com- 
munity life and the conduct of the community was 
noticeably changed. 


Then I was promoted to a six-room school and 
later to a 12-room school. At present, | am in my 
fifth year as supervising principal of Ethel Grade 
School, which is five miles from the county seat 
of Logan, and four miles from my home at Mc- 


Connell. 


THEL is a consolidated school on Highway 
No. 10 between Logan and Charleston. Chil- 
dren are brought in by bus from five coal camp 
communities. We have an enrollment of 360 chil- 
dren this year, and they work in groups on grade 
levels, one through six. All the members of my fac- 
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By Audria M. Bowman 


Principal - Ethel Grade School 
McConne W. VA. 


ulty are Christians except one local girl. Next year, 
«a young man, who has had three years’ college in 
preparation for the ministry, but later chose the 
teaching field, is coming to my faculty to direct 
the shop and recreation program. Faculty meetings 
and all P. T. A. meetings begin with prayer. We 
are fortunate in that all our parents have no ob- 
jection to Christian teachings, even though only 10 
per cent have personally accepted Christ. There are 
one-room churches in each of our five communities. 


‘These are: 


Free Will Baptist, Church of Jesus Christ, Meth- 
odist, Church of God, and United Baptist. There 
are few parents that attend these churches, but a 
number of the children go. Through the school 
these little churches are becoming very friendly to 
each other and I believe the programs of these 
churches have greatly improved. I always attend the 
revivals or special services in each community, be- 
cause it gives me an opportunity to worship with 
the people and to understand them better. I helped 
organize youth groups at two of the churches. 


IX years ago, I started a Sunday School under 

a tree at Sunbeam, a small community below 
Ethel. We later met in the school building, and 
last year a lovely chapel was dedicated for our 
Dingess Run area. This was built by the Presby- 
terian Church of Logan. This chapel is two miles 
below my school; therefore, most of the people are 
from the same school area. This year I have direc- 
ted the young people, taught Sunday School, and 
conducted weekly prayer meeting and organized a 
woman’s circle. “Twenty-one people confessed 
Christ last year. The people are responding won- 
derfully. 


Every Friday at school, we have 30 minutes of 
our noon period used for weekly worship. The 360 
children are quickly seated on bleachers in the base- 
ment-auditorium. The music teacher directs chorus 
and hymn singing. We have prayer, and | teach the 
Sunday School lesson with the use of Flannelgraph. 
No one is forced to attend this service, but never 
has a child stayed on the playground. The children 
near by, who walk back home for lunch, rush back 
for the Bible lesson. Parents often come in and join 
us in worship. Various ministers, who work in the 
community, visit us, but we are always careful to 
avoid any denominational teaching. The children 
from the different Sunday Schools are asked to 
raise their hands. The Presbyterian Chapel has led 
attendance all year. We have different groups to 
sing. When the children of one Sunday School 
share a new song with the other children, it en- 
courages the others to take part. We feel our school 
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Bible Service is helping us in many ways to learn 
how to walk in the steps of the Master. 


We have a very active student council, which 
helps to formulate the policies for our playground, 
classroom, lunch room, and community behavior. 
The community council is made up of parents from 
all five communities. This council is in charge of 
the community recreation program. The school is 
open six nights a week for community activity. 
Church groups, youth organizations, basket and 
volley ball teams, skating teams, Scouts and many 
civic groups use the building. Friday night is given 
to the Negro youth of this area, since they have no 
facilities for recreation. The Negroes had not asked 
for the privilege, but our boys and girls felt it was 
what Jesus would have us do. 


VERY classroom has a Bible and Bible Story 

‘ Book. Each class has a daily devotional period. 
Our children in the upper grades conduct this room 
devotional. No one thinks of beginning the day 
without worshiping our Heavenly Father. 


We have a large lunch room where 240 to 250 
meals are served daily. All needy children have free 
lunch. Our children are taught the value of a bal- 
anced diet, how to eat new foods, table manners, 
and grace at the table. Learning how to eat together 
is a big part of our daily living. 


Films are very helpful in all of our teaching. We 
have a sound projector, film-strip machine and an 
opaque projector. Once each week we have a relig- 
ious or character film. Several town churches and 
coal companies book these films by the week and 
we are fortunate to have the use of them. 


THE privilege of counseling the children as they 


come to me with their daily problems is one 
of the greatest I know. Parents, as well as children, 
come daily to the office. There are notes almost 
daily from parents asking me to visit them and help 
solve some need. | have visited every family (192) 
in my school area this year. We have a map of our 
schoo] community with every house located. The 
families feel a very close tie with the school. The 
opportunity for personal work is limitless. This 
vear, 21 parents and 46 children have accepted 
Christ and it is a joy to be in the position to have 
them feel that you are there to help them, and to 
work with them as they grow and overcome many 
of the difficulties they find in living a Christian life. 
] have many home prayer services and study. 


Ethel School is operating as a community-cen- 
tered school, and I believe any one who visits us 
will agree—it is a Christian community center. The 
work is only begun, but I believe that God is able 
to use dedicated Christians, as teachers, all over 
our great country to so teach and live in the schools 
and classrooms of America, that our youth will be 
given a dynamic faith in a Sovereign God and a 
Risen Saviour. Christ is the only answer and we 
must claim His grace and strength to fearlessly 
present Him to all people. 


Chiang Wants Men 
To Have Bibles 


Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek of the Chinese 
National Armies in Formosa (Free China) has 
extended to the Pocket Testament League of New 
York a hearty invitation to distribute Chinese 
Gospels and Testaments to members of his armed 
forces and to the civilian population of Formosa. 
He has commended the League’s staff to the civilian 
and military authorities in the following letter: 


REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


Office of the President, 
Taipeh, Taiwan. 


The Reverend G. W. Wagner, Foreign 
Secretary of the Pocket Testament League, 
and Messrs. Harry Liu and Andrew C. Lu, 
the League’s Representatives in China, have 
my whole-hearted support in their work to 
distribute large numbers of the Holy Bible in 
‘Taiwan and to preach the Gospel to the people; 
and I wish all the organizations approached 
by these representatives will extend to them 
tacilities for the performance of their duties. 


CHIANG Kal-SHEK 


Formosa represents as fertile a field as Japan for 
the Gospel, though on a smaller scale. Christianity 
already has a firm foothold among the Island’s 
12,000,000 people. For some months now Harry 
Liu and Andrew Lu of the PTL staff have been 
active in Formosa. Both of these evangelists were 
associated with Glenn Wagner, the League’s For- 
eign Secretary, in the evangelization and Scripture 
distribution campaign in China just before the Iron 
Curtain rang down. 


That the Generalissimo’s endorsement and sup- 
port of the League’s efforts in Formosa is genuine 
and whole-hearted has been evidenced by his attitude 
to date, and is underscored by the following testi- 
mony which this humble follower of the Lord Jesus 
Christ placed in the hands of Foreign Secretary 
Wagner: 


“| always have the pleasure to have people 
read and study the Bible, since the Bible is the 
Voice of the Holy Spirit. It reveals the right- 
eousness of God and His love. Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer gave His life and shed His blood to 
save those who believe in Him. His righteous- 
ness exalts the nation; Christ is the Corner- 
stone of all freedoms. His love covers all sins; 
all those who believe in Him shall have eternal 


life.” —CHIANG Kal-SHEK 


It is planned to distribute at least a million Gospels 
and Testaments in Formosa. 
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REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JUNE 8 


Persons And Property 


Scripture: Exodus 20:15; Luke 16:1-12; 
19:1-10, 45-46. Devotional Reading: Amos 
5:6-15. 


The Prophet Amos, (see Devotional Reading), was a native of Tekoa, a town in Judah, six miles south 
of Bethiehem. He was a shepherd and dresser of sycamore trees. He was not trained in any of the regular 
prophetic schools. He was sent to prophesy to Israel, the Northern Kingdom, during the reign of Jereboam 
[I. Uzziah was on the throne of Judah. Both of these kings had prosperous reigns, for they had ability as 
rulers, but as is usual in times of prosperity, sins multiplied and God was forgotten» Amos had an exceed- 


ingly “chilly” reception in the Northern Capital. 
He was looked upon as a pessimist, an alarmist, an 
intruder; and was advised to go back South where 
he belonged. There are striking similarities between 
these prosperous times under Jereboam II and Uz- 
ziah, and the “‘fool’s paradise’ in which we are 
living today. Our preachers and evangelists who 
are trying to warn our people are disregarded and 
looked upon as pessimists and alarmists, or worse. 
It is a time of tremendous sins—sins on a national 
scale—especially the sin of dishonesty. There is a 
wave of this, and the investigating committees are 
so numerous that it seems every department of 
Government is under suspicion, and almost every 
individual connected with the government. 


Amos pled with the people to “seek God”; “to 
seek the good, and not the evil’’; “to hate the evil 
and love the good, and establish judgment, (justice ) 
in the gate.” 


“For I know your manifold transgressions and 
vour mighty sins: they afflict the just, they take a 
bribe, and they turn aside the poor in the gate from 

their right. 


These words can be applied literally and with 
even more emphasis to our situation at the present. 
And our reaction is about like that of Israel: “They 
hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor 
him that speaketh uprightly.”” A few listen and 
grieve; but very few. 


Dr. Billy Graham has just closed a meeting in 
Washington, and while large crowds attended the 
services, and some six thousand people accepted 
Christ, there was on the part of most officials some- 
what the same spirit that was shown to Amos. They 
did not threaten him, or openly advise him to go 
back South, but they did not listen or heed his mes- 
sage. Those in high positions, for the most part, in 
our land and in other lands, are cold, indifferent, 
and unbelieving. As yet there is no sign of a general 
and heartfelt turning to “seek God, and seek the 
good.” 
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The lesson for today is timely. The breaking of 
the commandment, thou shalt not steal, is one of 
our most common and destructive sins. 


The Command: 
“Thou shalt not steal’: 
Exodus 20:15 


According to our Shorter Catechism there are 
two sides to this command: 


(1) What is required. 
(2) What is forbidden. 


There is the positive as well as the negative as- 
pect. I wish to look at both, but especially the first, 
as we often forget this side. 


‘The eighth commandment requireth the lawful 
procuring and furthering the wealth and outward 
estate of ourselves and others.” Two or three verses 
from the Bible throw light on this answer: “This 
we command you, that if any would not work, 
neither should he eat,” and with the first part of 
the fourth commandment, “six days shalt thou 
labor.” 


These and other verses certainly suggest that the 
lazy man, the man who is able to work but lives 
on others, is a thief. 


Now turn to the other side and read these verses: 
‘If thy brother is waxen poor, and fallen in decay 
with thee; then thou shalt relieve him” (Lev. 25: 
35) “Look not every man on his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others.” Many other 
texts might be quoted, (see I John), showing that 
love makes us help our fellowmen, that it makes us 
love our neighbor as ourselves. We must work and 
further our own wealth, so that we will not be de- 
dependent upon others; we must help our brothers 
to “make good.” This forbids seflishness, greed, op- 
pression and jealousy. It would apply in a larger 
way to the practice of trying to crush rivals in busi- 
ness. 
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“The eighth commandment forbiddeth whatso- 
ever doth, or may, unjustly hinder our own, or our 
neighbor’s wealth, or outward estate.’ In other 
words, we must love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Love is the fulfilling of this commandment, as well 
as all the balance of the decalog. 


Paul in Ephesians +:28 has a recipe which would 
solve all our problems along this line: “Let him 
that stole, steal no more: but rather let him labor, 
working with his own hands the thing which is 
good, that he may have to give to him that need- 
eth.”’ (Honesty, industry, generosity ). 


This command is of universal application; it ap- 
plies to saint and sinner; to every race and class 
and condition, everywhere. Gilbert Chesterton in 
one of his Father Brown stories, has his hero to say 
something like this: If one could travel to the far- 
therest planet in the universe, still the command, 
Thou shalt not steal, would follow him and be bind- 
ing upon him as well as when he was here on the 
earth. 


II]. Faithfulness in Using Our Wealth: 
Luke 16:1-12 


To understand this unusual parable we must 
keep in mind the one point to its teaching. Jesus 
is not commending the tricky and dishonest method 
of this “man of the world,” this unjust steward, 
but He is illustrating the fact that the “children 
of this world” try to provide for their future. 


We, as good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God, should show equal wisdom in being faithful 
to the trust God has given us, and use our “mam- 
mon of unrighteousness” in such a way as to lay 
up treasure in heaven. If we are faithful in the 
use of our material wealth which God has entrust- 
ed to us, then He can safely trust us with the true 
riches. 


In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus tells us to lay 
up treasure in heaven. One way to do this is by 
being faithful in the stewardship of our possessions 
while on earth. Some men hoard their money, some 
waste it, others use it wisely, and in so doing pro- 
vide for their future, “lay up treasure in heaven.” 
Honesty in obtaining wealth; wisdom in using it: 
these two rules are good ones to follow. 


Ill. Restitution: 
Luke 19:1-10 


This is the familiar story of the conversion of 
Zacchaeus, the rich publican. The position of tax- 
collector made the temptation a very powerful one. 
(From recent developments, this seems as true to- 
day, as in the day of Zacchaeus). As in many places 
in public office, there is encouragement to steal, and 
the ever-present opportunity. 


Zacchaeus shows the genuineness of his conver- 
sion by his proposal, “If I have taken anything 
(wrongfully exacted aught), from any man... I 
will restore him fourfold.’’ Suppose some of our 
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tax-collectors—those in the Internal Revenue De- 
partment—should be converted, and should do as 
Zacchaeus did! Whenever there is a genuine re- 
vival there is this evidence following: people pay 
up their back debts; many return money which 
they have gotten in the wrong way. When men 
and women “get religion” they will “get honest.” 
This is one of the many reasons why we need a 
yreat revival in America. 


Il’. Honesty in the Church: 
Luke 19:45-46 


‘The temple, which was the holy house of God, 
a place of worship, was being desecrated. It is a 
striking fact that Jesus had to “cleanse the temple” 
twice in three years, once at the beginning of His 
ministry, and again near the close. Does this not 
emphasize that “stealing”? may enter into the place 
of worship, the place most sacred ? Can the Church, 
a ‘place of prayer,” become a “den of thieves’?”’ At 
first sight this would seem almost impossible. Would 
men not be afraid to carrv their dishonesty into the 


very house of God? 


Jt we read the Old Testament, and the New; if 
we ponder the sad story of later Church history, 
we will see that stealing has been only too com- 
mon. The Church at times has been a veritable 
of robbers.” 


In the sacrifices and offerings of the tabernacle 
and temple this was true sometimes. One of the sins 
of Eli’s sons was stealing the best portions for their 
own use. Later in the service of the temple the same 
thing was true. Then, the other phase of the ques- 
tion was often true. Will a man rob God ?, asks the 
prophet; “Ye have robbed me.”’ 


When we come to the Church we find that greedy 
and ambitious Church leaders robbed the people, 
and robbed God, by appropriating to themselves, or 
to some selfish project, the funds which should have 
been used for the glory of God and the advance- 
ment of the Kingdom. The danger is that false 
and selfish leaders, under shepherds, will feed them- 
selves, and not feed the flock. 


Begin the Church Year Right! 
Begin it with THE JOURNAL. 
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Whos Happy? 


Who’s happy? ‘he word “happy” really means favored by luck or fortune, for it comes from the word 
“hap” which originally meant “luck” or “chance.’”’ However, through usage it has come to mean “enjoying 
well-being, peace and comfort, joyous.” This latter meaning is much richer, and must be what was in the 
minds of the youth leaders when the topic was chosen, so let’s consider the question with this meaning in 
mind. Who’s happy? Solomon, whose words come not only from the rich fountain of his own knowledge, 


but under the inspiration of the Spirit of God, says, 
‘Happy is the man that ftindeth wisdom, and the 
man that getteth understanding.” David, from 
whose heart there bubbled songs of joy, says, “ Bless- 
ed (or happy) is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered.” 


Both were right of course, and they meant the 
same thing, for the highest happiness the human 
heart can experience is in knowing Christ, “in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,” 
and finding in Him forgiveness for sin. To know 
Christ aright is to be cleansed from sin, for “this 
is life eternal, that they might know thee, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” 


No one can enjoy “well-being, peace and com- 
fort” of heart apart from the grace of God. Carlyle 
tells the story of a man who was afraid of his 
shadow ; who fled from the black figure that follow- 
ed close upon his heels throughout the day. He wel- 
comed the blackness of night for only then could 
he find even a moment of peace. Haunted as he was, 
his days were filled with fear and unrest. And so is 
every heart that is haunted by the shadow of sin. 
No soul can find peace and rest apart from Him 
who says, “Come unto me. . . and I will give you 
rest.” 


When I read the story of this man and his sha- 
dow the thought entered my mind that if he would 
stand on the equator at high noon, when the sun 
has reached its zenth, no shadow would be cast. He 
could stand in the light without fear. Likewise, the 
soul that is tortured by the shadow of sin, by the 
tear of judgment; if that soul will seek refuge at 
Calvary, where the sunlight of God’s love reached 
its zenith, every shadow of sin will be removed; 
washed away in the precious blood of Jesus Christ! 
That soul will be able to sing with David, “Happy 
is the man whose transgression is forgiven; whose 
sin is covered.” 


Thus far we've been talking about how to get 
happy. Let’s see if we can discover how to keep 
happy. Many Christians who once rejoiced in the 
knowledge of forgiveness are now prisoners in the 
castle of that brutal giant Despair because they 
have wandered from the way; the narrow way of 


obedience to the will of God. 


Jesus had just finished washing the feet of His 
disciples, setting before them an example of humil- 
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itv and service. He said very pointedly, “I have 
given you an example, that ve should do as I have 
done unto you.” Then He gave them the key to 
enduring happiness: “If ye know these things, hap- 
py are ye if ye do them!” 

To walk in obedience to the will of God is to 
delight in a sense of “well-being, peace, and com- 
fort.” What more blessed state of being than in the 
will of God? What greater peace than at rest in 
God’s peace? What greater comfort than His 
promise, ““Lo, | am with you always?” 


Robert Murray McCheyne, that youthful saint 
through whom the blessing of God rested upon all 
of Scotland, gives us this word concerning happi- 
ness: “Il am persuaded that God’s happiness is in- 
separably linked in with his holiness. Holiness and 
happiness are light and heat. God never tasted one 
of the pleasures of sin. 


“Christ had a body such as | have, yet he never 
tasted one of the pleasures of sin. The redeemed, 
through all eternity, will never taste one of the 
pleasures of sin; vet their happiness will be com- 
plete. It would be my greatest happiness to be from 
this moment entirely like them. Every sin is some- 
thing away from my greatest enjovment .... The 
devil strives night and day to make me forget this 
or disbelieve it. He says, ‘Why should you not en- 
joy this pleasure as much as Solomon or David? 
You may go to heaven also.” | am persuaded that 
this is a lie—that my true happiness is to go and 
sin no more.” 

‘The highest happiness is found in a holy walk 
with God. “Happy are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God!” 


COLOSSIANS 


Paul’s letter to the Colossians sheds light on 
the profoundest Christian truths. Dr. Erd- 
man’s commentary on the Epistle of Paul to 
the Colossians is unexcelled for individual 
reading. Clear exposition, practical comments 
and spiritual] lessons distinguish this beek. In- 
valuable for laymen, students, teachers and 
pastors. ESPECIALLY valuable for teachers 
in the women’s groups just now. Only $1.50. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Church Extension Conference 


Will Feature Billy Graham 


Speakers for the Church Extension Conference 
at Montreat, N. C., August 15-22, will include 
Billy Graham, Wallace M. Alston, Frederick H. 
Olert, David W. Barry, Mrs. H. Dockery Brown, 
William H. McCorkle, and many others, accord- 
ing to an announcement by Charles H. Gibboney, 
conference director. 


The Church Extension Conference is being set 
up as a family conference, offering something for 
every member of the family. Features are scheduled 
for every age group, and families are urged to at- 
tend and share in this period of instruction, inspira- 
tion, and fellowship. 


Dr. Billy Graham will be the opening speaker 
on Friday evening, August 15, and will preach 
also at both services on Sunday, August 17. 


Dr. Wallace M. Alston, President of Agnes 
Scott College, Decatur, Ga., will conduct the Bible 
study each morning as the opening feature of the 
daily schedule. | 


Dr. Frederick H. Olert, Pastor of the Second 
Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Va., will bring 
the inspirational addresses each evening, Monday 


through Friday, August 18-22. 


A seminary for urban pastors will be conducted 
by Rev. David W. Barry, Director of Field Re- 
search, National Council of Churches, and Mr. Hal 
Hyde, Atlanta, Ga., and selected leaders. 


Mrs. H. Dockery Brown, a member of the Board 
of Church Extension, has charge of a study class 
in Church Extension for women. Then there will 
be two workships for women, one for local Church 
Extension chairmen under Mrs. A. R. Craig, Ruth- 
erfordton, N. C., and the other for presbyterial 
chairmen of Church Extension under Mrs. T. D. 
McConnell, Jr., Shreveport, La. 


Dr. William H. McCorkle, Atlanta, Ga., is to 
teach a class in Evangelism for all ministers and 
interested lay leaders. An interest group in Radio 
and Television will be led by Dr. John M. Alex- 
ander and Mrs. Fred Ohl, Atlanta, Ga. 


The Home Mission Association will meet for 
two periods each day and will have as discussion 
leaders Rev. Robert H. Walkup, Mobile, Ala.; 
Rev. Robert Turner, Morganton, N. C.; Rev. 
Joseph W.-Conyers, Gainesville, Fla. ; and members 
of the staff of the Board of Church Extension. Dra- 
matic presentations of the phases of Church Exten- 
sion will highlight a conference hour at the close 
of the morning schedule each day. Evening vesper 
services will feature messages by Home Missionaries 
representing various fields of work. 
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A youth section offers classes and activities espe- 
cially for young people. A program of activities for 
children is available for those in attendance. A nurs- 
ery is being provided for small children so that 
parents might participate fully in the daily pre- 
gram. 


Recreation for all ages will be under the direc- 
tion of Rev. W. L. Cooper of Blackey, Ky. There 
will be preview showings of recent movies and 
filmstrips in the field of Church Extension. 3 


A program folder and further information about 
the conference can be obtained by writing to the 
Department of Promotion, Board of Church Ex- 
tension, 605 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Ga. 


Presbyterian Mother Celebrates 100 
Years Of Life Filled With Presbyterian 
History—Is Member Of Church 


Where Denomination Began 


Mrs. James G. Patton celebrated her 100th birth- 
day May 23 with friends of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Augusta, Ga., of which she is a member. 


She is nearly nine years older than the Southern 
Presbyterian Church, which was organized at the 


Augusta Church in 1861. 


She is the mother of Dr. James G. Patton, execu- 
tive secretary of the General Council. 


Now frail of body, but still alert of mind, Ermina 
Hallie Patton was born in Clarksville, Tenn. Her 
parents were Dr. and Mrs. B. N. Herring. Her 
grandfather was a minister of the gospel, and in 
her lifetime she has numbered 16 members of her 
family who have been, or are ministers. Her hus- 
band, the Rev. James G. Patton, D. D., held pas- 
torates in Tennessee, Kentucky, Florida and Geor- 
gia. He was for 21 years a minister of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Decatur, Ga. After retire- 
ment at the age of 80, he moved to Augusta, dying 
there in 1941. 


Dr. Patton, Jr., carries on the ministerial tradi- 
tion of the family and also a stepson, the Rev. E. D. 
Patton also a Southern Presbyterian minister. An- 
other stepson, W. A. Patton, is, with his wife and 
two daughters, members of the Augusta Church. 


Mrs. Patton has always been active in the Lord’s 
work. Her early desire to go to the mission field 
was prevented by the illness of her mother. But 
the missionary enterprise of the Church has ever 
received her ardent support. 


Beginning at the age of 14, she has read the Bible 
through more than 60 times. She participated in 
Red Cross work in four wars. 
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Mission Notes 


NASHVILLE, TENN. (PN )—The Rey. and Mrs. 
Paul B. Smith of our West Brazil Mission an- 
nounce the birth of a son, John Russell, on April 
17 in Brazil. 

Charles McKendrie Robertson was born in Luebo 
on May 5 to Mr. and Mrs. Rob Roy Robertson of 


our Congo Mission. 


Montreat Graduates Hear 
Drs. McCorkle And Patton 


Graduation exercises of Montreat College and 
\Montreat Preparatory School were held May 25 
and 26 in Gaither Hall, at Montreat. 


The addresses to the seniors were delivered by 
Dr. William McCorkle, and Dr. James G. Pat- 
ton, Jr. 


Dr. McCorkle, a native of Rock Hill, S. C., 


spoke at the baccalaureate service Sunday, May 25, 
on “Beyond the Facts.” 


Dr. Patton, a native of Kentucky, delivered the 
commencement address May 26, at 10 a.m. His sub- 
ject was “Too Many Things.” 


Central Chattanooga Church 


Begins New Construction 


Central Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga, 
enn., has begun construction of a new educational 
building expected to be completed by September 30, 
according to an announcement by officers of the 
church. 


Two additional missionaries, the Rev. and Mrs. 
J. Hoge Smith, Jr., of Brazil, will be fully support- 
ed by the church Katherine McCallie Bible Class. 
Partial support has been pledged for the Rev. and 
Mrs. Sherwood Taylor, also of Brazil, by the 
church at large. 


Reports on a _ 120-person leadership training 
school indicate a large success in that program. 
Eight different churches were represented in the 
attendance, 


U.T.S. Graduates 71— 
Largest Class In Its 
140 Year History 


The largest class in the history of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary of Richmond, Va., was graduated 
in commencement exercises May 20. Fifty-two de- 
grees of ‘bachelor of divinity, 12 degrees of masters 
of theology and seven doctor of theology degrees 
were conferred on candidates from 16 states. 


Graduating activities began May 17 with an in- 
formal concert by combined choirs of Assembly’s 
Training School and Union Theological Seminary. 
May 18 was highlighted by the baccalaureate ser- 
mon by the Rev. C. Houston Patterson of Blue- 


field, W. Va. 
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WANTED — OnE Woman TEACHER 
(Not Over 30 Years Of Age) 


For Central School for Missionaries’ Chil- 

dren, Lubondai, Belgian Congo. New term 

begins August 5, 1952. Appointment for 
three years. For particulars write: 


REV. EUGENE L. DANIEL 
CANDIDATE SECRETARY 


BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
UNITED STATES 


Box 330 Nashville, Tenn. 


The Rev. J. Rupert McGregor, president of 
Montreat College, and a trustee of UTS addressed 
the graduates May 20 in Schauffler Hall. Under- 
graduate degrees were conferred by James Edward 
Bear, D. D., F. S. Royster, professor of Christian 
Missions. Graduate degrees were conferred by Dean 
John Newton Thomas, the Rev. Robert L. Dab- 
ney, professor of Systematic Theology. 


Dutch Reformed Church 


Organized In Alabama 


The Dutch Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
Daviston, Ala., was organized May 4 by the Pres- 
bytery of East Alabama at a service held at the 
First Presbyterian Church of Alexander City, Ala. 


This newly organized church is composed of some 
38 members, all natives of the Netherlands, who 
arrived in Alabama in December 1951 to make 
their home. Their leader is the Rev. W. E. M. 
Eggink, who is also a graduate agronomist. 

The commission appointed to organize the church 
was composed of members of East Alabama Pres- 
bytery’s home mission committee and members of 
the committee present were: Dr. Henry Edward 
Russell, Dr. John R. McMahon, the Rev. E. H. 
Phillips, Elders E: G. McGehee, Stanhope Elmore 
and James J. Durr. Rev. W. K. Blake, superin- 
tendent of home missions, and Rev. A. C. Wind- 
ham, stated clerk, and other ministers and laymen 
from a number of churches in the presbytery were 
also present. 

Dr. Russell presided at this occasion of historic 
significance and the sermon was preached by Mr. 
Eggink. Dr. McMahon and Mr. Phillips also par- 


ticipated in the ceremony of organization. 


The Vacation Fund— 
Another Appeal! 


When a young minister of our Church was in- 
vited recently to become a beneficiary of the 1952 
Vacation Fund, he wrote as follows: 


‘“‘We certainly want to thank you and the 
givers of the Vacation Fund for the oppor- 
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tunity of spending a week at one of the con- 
ference centers of our Church. When planning 
for our vacation, we had wistfully thought of 
the possibility of being able to do this; and 
then tried to figure out which relatives we 
would feel like descending upon with two 
children and ourselves for a month. Now we 
can really have a wonderful week, with plenty 
of rest for my wife from cooking and nursery 
duties; and a wonderful, helpful conference 
for myself on Church Extension ... In deep 
gratitude to God for the gift, we thank you 
over and over again.’’ 


Many friends of the Vacation Fund have sent 
in their much appreciated contributions to Mrs. 
Ira D. Holt, Treasurer, Montreat, N. C. Those 
who have overlooked doing so will, we earnestly 
hope, send as generous a gift as they can and as 
quickly as possible. 


Already more than 300 of our ministers have 
been recommended to us as in need of the type of 
physical rest and spiritual refreshment which a stay 
at one of the conference centers of the Church af- 
fords. Unless, however, many more gifts are re- 
ceived than have been sent to date, many of these 
ministers who do need to get away from their work 
and rest a while will not get away and their minis- 
try may suffer in consequence. 


With genuine appreciation to all who through 
the years have voluntarily and generously made the 
Vacation Fund possible through their very thought- 
ful gifts, we state the need, confident that there will 
be a continuance of liberal gifts to this worthy 
cause. Checks should be sent, as stated, to Mrs. Ira 
D. Holt, Treasurer, The Vacation Fund, Mon- 
treat, North Carolina. 


Wade H. Boggs, Chairman 
The Board of Managers | 
The Vacation Fund. 


WOMEN’S WORK 


The First Gospel In The 
San Blas Language 


There has just come from the printer a Gospel of 
St. Mark in a bright red cover whose title page 
reads: Pap Kaya Purpa Nuet San Markokos 
Soiksatti. This is the first book of the Bible T'rans- 
lated and printed for some 20,000 San Blas or 
Cuna Indians, who live on a chain of islands off the 
northeastern coast of Panama. The Gospel was 
published by the American Bible Society. They are 
a most interesting people with great traditions and 
an elaborate system of government of their own. 


In 1913 a middle-aged missionary, Miss Anna 
Cope, went to the islands to teach the children 
English, at the request of a San Blas, Chief Robin- 
son, who had learned English in Jamaica. She set 
off with the Indians for the hundred mile trip in an 
open canoe with a bag of clothing and a well- 
wrapped portable organ. A concerned schooner 


captain persuaded her to sail with him, a trip that 
took tive days. Among the children who came to her 
school and learned English was Lonnie, later named 
Alcibiades Iglesias, who eventually went to New 
York to learn electrical engineering but finally 
studied at the missionary training college at Nyack. 
Another teacher soon went to a neighboring Island 
where among the early pupils was Peter Miller 
who also went to the United States for further 
study. Meanwhile government schools were estab- 
lished and many Indians came to Panama for more 
advanced education. Mr. Iglesias married an Amer- 
ican missionary and later his brother Claudio mar- 
ried another. ‘The mission work on these Islands is 
entirely independent. 


In 1941 Dr. Eugene Nida, secretary for trans- 
lations of the American Bible Society with Mrs. 
Nida spent eight days over Christmas and New 
Years in the Islands helping the people decide on 
the orthographic form for their language and ex- 
amining a translation of Mark already begun by 
Peter Miller. Verse by verse and chapter by chapter 
the text was worked over by Mr. Miller and the 
group and tried out on the chiefs and village lead- 
ers. Chapters were recorded and played over the 
village to be sure all could understand. In May 
of last vear the typing of the manuscripts was 
completed and Peter Miller flew to Colon to go 
over it again with Dr. Nida. While the manu- 
script was yoing through the long process of print- 
ing, literacy campaigns were getting under way in 
the Islands so that there would be readers for the 
Book when it finally arrived. Just before Christmas 
the first copies were received at the Bible House in 
New York and dispatched at once to Cristobal in 
the hope that at least a few of the books could 
reach the Islands before the New Year, two years 
after Dr. Nida’s visit to the Islands. The number 
of copies printed is 2,500. 


And so the Gospel finds its way into another 
language, bringing nearer the goal of the Bible 
Society, that every man may have the Scriptures in 
a tongue he can read and understand. 

—American Bible Society. 


Nine Points On 
Church-Going 


1. In this actual world, a churchless community 
-—a community where men have abandoned and 
scofted at or ignored their religious needs, is a com- 
munity on the rapid down grade. 


2. Church work and church attendance mean the 
cultivation of the habit of feeling some responsibility 
for others. 


3. There are enough holidays for most of us. 
Sundays difter from other holidays—there are fifty- 
two of them every year—therefore on Sundays go 


to church. 
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4. Yes, I know all the excuses. I know that one 
can worship the Creator in a grove of trees, or by a 
running brook, or in a man’s own house just as 
well as in a church. But I also know, as a matter 
of cold fact, that the average man does not thus 
worship. 


5. He may not hear a good sermon at church. 
He will hear a sermon by a good man who, with 
his good wife, is engaged all the week in making 
hard lives a little easier. 


6. He will listen to and take part in reading some 
beautiful passages in the Bible—and if he is not 
familiar with the Bible, he has suffered a loss. 


7. He will take part in singing some good hymns. 


8. He will meet or nod or speak to good, quiet 
neighbors. He will come away feeling a little more 
charitable toward all the world, even toward those 
excessively foolish young men, who regard church, 
going as a soft performance. 


9. I advocate a man’s joining in church work for 
the sake of showing his faith by his works. 


—Theodore Roosevelt. 
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The Ministry To Students On 
A Christian College Campus 


One of the highest privileges which can come 
to a church in any community is the opportunity 
to minister to a group of college students. The 
church at Hampden-Sydney, Virginia, is unique in 
this respect. Here we find the church located in the 
very center of campus activity. 


Hampden-Sydney College seeks to provide a 
Christian atmosphere for all students who come 
under its care. The study of Bible is a required 
course for all first and second year students and 
the faculty is made up of men who are earnest, 
positive, active Christians. A counseling service 
from the Christian point of view is available to 
every student and the weekly required convocation 
is an hour of spiritual uplift. There is also a Bible 
Class for students which was taught this year by 
the president of the college. 


The Student Christian Association plans and di- 
rects such services as the mid-week prayer service, 
the dormitory prayer meetings, and the Religious 
Emphasis Week services which are held each fall 
and each spring. The students join with near-by 
Longwood College to form the Westminster Fel- 
lowship Group. The Women of the Hampden- 
Sydney church alternate with the Farmville Church 
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women in serving monthly Sunday night suppers 
to this group. 


The responsibility of ministering to college stu- 
dents does not rest entirely with the college or with 
the church nearest to it. Women of the Church in 
every Synod have a share in this responsibility. First 
and foremost is the support they can give in in- 
fluencing young men and women to attend our 
Presbyterian and Presbyterian affiliated colleges. 
Secondly is the responsibility which should be put 
directly upon the shoulders of a student as he leaves 
the home church, that he continue to develop spirit- 
ually. 

Most of our ministers and many of our Women 
of the Church groups keep in close contact with 
students away at college, and this is fine. In addi- 
tion, however, every effort should be made to en- 
courage a student to enter into the total religious 
life of the college and to support its organized effort 
to meet the spiritual needs, through its own pro- 
gram and through that of the church serving it. 


The type of program at Hampden-Sydney is dup- 
licated in all of our church related colleges. Is this 
type of education worth while? If so, it will take 
increased effort, greater and more sacrificial sup- 
port if these institutions are to continue in this 
great work of training men and women for Chris- 
tian Citizenship. 

—By Mrs. Graves H. Thompson 
Hampden-Sydney College 
Hampden-Sydney, Virginia. 


Four Blessings 
From Outposts 


“Blessed is the church that has outposts,” says 
Dr. J. P. Proffitt, who for 27 vears has been pastor 
of the Clifton Church at Maxwelton, W. Va. The 
Clifton Church originated in 1900 through the 
combination of two outposts of the Old Stone 
Church in Lewisburg. Very soon three outposts 
were in action. It all happened so naturally. Some 
of the interested people of the church saw a need 
and went out to meet it. The outposts were begun 
and carried on in public school buildings for many 
years. In recent years three buildings have been 
erected—and Lewis Chapel, Edgewood Chapel, 
and Bethel Chapel are the children of Clifton 
Church. 


In addition to the spiritual enrichment which 
comes to the home church, Dr. Proffitt writes of 
four distinct blessings: 

“1. Clifton Church considers the outposts her 
own children and therefore assumes the responsibil- 
ity for them. In this relationship there is love, ser- 
vice, intercession, cooperation, sympathy and tender 
care. Place these rare qualities at the core of the 
church’s life and you have a gold mine of great 
graces that empower and lead on. 


“2. The evangelistic rebound in the numerical 
growth of Clifton has been amazing. The Chapels 
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cover a large territory and there are ever present 
those who are lost. The winning of souls by every 
normal means is ever before us. There were fifty- 
nine charter members in Clifton fifty-one years ago. 
The present membership is six hundred and fifty- 
eight (658). One of the secrets of this growing 
membership is evangelism in the church’s outposts. 

“3. Clifton Church receives financial help from 
her Chapels. Many of the outpost people become 
good stewards and regularly give to the support of 
the home church and the whole budget. ‘The mem- 
bership is furnished with envelopes and offerings 
are taken every service. One of the families in 
Bethel Chapel gives $108.00 per year. This is a 
large family and the father is a day laborer. 

“4. The great satisfaction that comes to the home 
church. For God’s work and work well done there 
results a peace, joy and happiness. In a very humble 
sense Clifton shares in this sweet benediction of the 
Father. Our earnest prayer is for a greater vision 
and a more devoted effort.” 

—Adapted from material supplied by 
Dr. J. P. Proffitt, Pastor 
Clifton Presbyterian Church, 


Maxwelton, W. Va. 
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Another “First” New 
Testament 


Another “first” New Testament has now been 
published by the American Bible Society. This is in 
- the language to be known as Kikwango, a trade 
language used by 16 mission stations in a large area 
in southwestern Belgian Congo, in the Kasai River 
area. The people speak many tribal languages but 
few understand the Fiote Kikongo in which there is 
considerable literature, including a translation of 
the entire Bible. Kikwango, however, is used by 


about 500,000 people. 


Translations of several of the Gospels in Kikwan- 
go had been prepared by J. A. Brower and other 
missionaries of the Congo Gospel Mission as well as 
by Mrs. Ernestine Straus Janzen of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Mennonite Brethren 
Church of North America. These had been publish- 
ed by the British and Foreign Bible Society, the 
Scripture Gift Mission and the American Bible 
Society and by the missions, at various times since 


1935. 


They were so eagerly received that both missions 
were eager for a complete New Testament, feeling 
that the time was still far distant when either the 
Fiote or the Lingala Scriptures would meet the 
needs of the people. 


The Bible Societies, however, felt that there 
should not be two New Testaments in this area and 
the two missions agreed to collaborate on a union 
version. This was prepared by Mrs. Martha H. 
Janzen with the aid of, among others, one partic- 
ularly well-qualified native Christian. 


After examination by Dr. Eugene Nida, Secretary 
for Translations of the American Bible Society, the 
manuscript went to the printer in 1948, the Testa- 
ment being published jointly by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society and the American Bible 
Society. The book will be used by the Unevangelized 
Tribes Mission. 


Ten thousand copies have now been published, 
bound in limp black fabrikoid. The text has been 
supplied with subject heads and with references. 


THE SPIRIT AND METHOD OF BIBLE 
STUDY, By Wilbur M. Smith. American Tract 
Society. $ .30. Helpful suggestions for the Christian 
who wishes to derive more blessing from his Bib! 
study are offered here. The third in the new 
American Tract Society series, this booklet is a 
simple clear presentation which will be an encourage- 
ment to those who are dissatisfied with hit-or-miss 
Bible reading and would like to settle down to a 
more systematic study of the book. 
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HOW TO HELP AN ALCOHOLIC, by Clifford J. 
Earle. Westminster. $1.50. Dr. Earle takes the full 
measure of the problem of alcoholism and points out 
the resources to which both alcoholics and their fam- 
ilies may turn for help. The history and traditions 
of Alcoholics Anonymous are discussed in detail with 
the twelve steps to recovery on which Alcoholics 
Anonymous fellowship and program are based. In 
discussing spiritual resources he points out the ways 
in which a church can express its concern for al- 
coholics and other victims of alcohol as well as for 
the social and moral implications of moderate drink- 


ing. 

PROPHETIC QUESTIONS ANSWERED, by Keith 
L. Brooks. Van Kampen. $2. The author has been 
a student of the prophetic word for many years. This 
book is the result of those studies. He sets forth 
many questions and gives as complete an answer to 
each one as the Bible throws light on it. This work 
will be of value to Christians today who are seeking 
for more light in the study of prophetic develop- 
ments. 


DON’T THINK ABOUT IT, by Carmel Myers. 
Doubleday and Co. $1.50. This book is written for 
the man or woman who seeks release from grief or 

rsonal tragedy. It is sent forth with the desire to 
ie comfort and understanding to all who know 
futility and sorrow. While this book may help some, 
there are many resources available for the Christian 


overlooked in this volume. 


SO YOU WANT TO SPEAK, by Mark W. Lee. 
Zondervan. $1.50. Here is a book which is fairly 
bristling with unusual ideas and clever suggestions. 
The author has succeeded not only in presenting the 
basic principles involved in public speaking. He also 
imparts a great deal of advanced information espe- 
cially designed to help the Christian with the lay- 
man or pastor express himself effectively and well. 
This is a text book that is written entertainingly and 


in gripping style. 


PEARLS FROM MANY SEAS, by T. J. Bach. 
Van Kampen. $1.50. Over a long ministry, Dr. 
Bach has collected many colorful and pointed quo- 
tations. They are presented in this volume for the 
delight and edification of others. Writers, preachers 
and evangelists will discover many of them to be 
appropriate for use in driving home some point. 


A TRUMPET IN ZION, by Carey E. Gruhn. 
Moody. $3. The story of this book is based on the 
general sequence of events described in the book of 
Revelation. It is a story, however, and not an inter- 
pretation of Scripture. It will doubtless bring both 
enjoyment and profit to its readers. 


